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Need for Data and Expertise: 
As previously mentioned, the ANHC gathers information on rare species, exemplary natural communities, and other 
significant natural sites such as animal assemblage areas. Collectively these are refened to as "elements" of 
conservation concern. Natural locations supporting these elements are recorded in the ANHC ' s biodivers ity database 
as "occurrences." Element Occurrence Records (EORs) provide a science-based foundation to guide the ANHC 's 
conservation efforts. 

EOR data for tracked Lepidoptera in Arkansas are sorely needed, largely because the ANHC does not have a full-time 
entomologist on staff to devote considerable time to gathering and requesting such data. Additionally, there is a 
paucity of data in part because it can be challenging to gather data at the level of detail required for EORs, and some 
expertise and often specimens or photos are required to ensure accurate identification. Further, more EORs are 
needed for recent and decades-old observations alike to better understand the population dynamics of rare species . 
Therefore, the Southern Lepidopterists ' Society community is highly encouraged to contribute EOR data to the 
ANHC for observations of tracked butterflies and moths in Arkansas. The ANHC also recognizes that there are 
many untapped data resources, so any guidance for accessing such information is welcome, too. 

Additionally, expertise is critically needed to inform conservation rankings. The S ranks for tracked butterflies and 
moths in Arkansas are due for a comprehensive update, as the last such effort was undet1aken in 2000, and only a 
small selection of species has been updated oppo11unistically since that time. While a few experts have assisted with 
recent ranking updates, more expert input is required to ensure the process is conducted as accurately as possible. 
Thus, assistance from the Southern Lepidopterists ' Society community with the ANHC's ranking efforts is highly 
desired . 

To contribute EOR data for observations of tracked butterfly and moth species in Arkansas, or to express interest in 
assisting with ranking effo11s, please contact ANHC Data Manager/Environmental Review Coordinator Cindy 
Osborne at Cindy.Osborne@arkansas.gov for instructions. The ANHC looks forward to collaborating with the 
Southern Lepidopterists ' Society to advance the conservation of Arkansas ' s rarest butterflies and moths for this and 
future generations. 

LEGEND 
STATUS CODES 

FEDERAL STATUS CODES 

C Candidate species. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has enough scientific information to warrant proposing 
this species for listing as endangered or threatened under the Endangered Species Act. 

STATE STATUS CODES 

ANHC Status 
INV 

AW AP Species 
YIN 

Inventory Element - The Arkansas Natural Heritage Commission is currently compiling detailed location 
information in its database and conducting active inventory work on these species. Available data suggest 
they are of conservation concern in the state. 

Yes or No, this species is designated as a "Species of Greatest Conservation Need" in the Arkansas State 
Wildlife Action Plan. 

DEFINITION OF RANKS 
Global Ranks - These are conservation ranks that address the rarity of a species throughout its range. 

G2 

G3 

Critically imperiled globally. At a very high risk of extinction due to extreme rarity (often 5 or fewer 
populations), very steep declines, or other factors . 

Imperiled globally. At high risk of extinction due to very restricted range, very few populations (often 20 or 
fewer), steep declines, or other factors. 

Vulnerable globally. At moderate risk of extinction due to a restricted range, relatively few populations 
(often 80 or fewer) , recent and widespread declines, or other factors . 
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G4 

GS 

GH 

GU 

GX 

GNR 

GNA 

T-RANKS = 

Apparently secure globally. Uncommon but not rare; some cause for long-term concern due to declines 
or other factors. 

Secure globally. Common, widespread and abundant. 

Of historical occurrence, possibly extinct globally. Missing; known from only historical occurrences, but still 
some hope ofrediscovery. 

Unrankable. Currently unrankable due to lack of information or due to substantially conflicting information 
about status or trends. 

Presumed extinct globally. Not located despite intensive searches and virtually no likelihood of rediscovery. 

Unranked. The global rank not yet assessed. 

Not Applicable. A conservation status rank is not applicable. 

T subranks are given to global ranks when a subspecies, variety, or race is considered at the state level. The 
subrank is made up ofa "T" plus a number or letter (1 , 2, 3, 4, 5, H, U, X) with the same ranking rules as a full 
species. 

State Ranks - These are conservation ranks that address the rarity of a species within Arkansas. 

SI 

S2 

S3 

S4 

S5 

SH 

SU 

sx 

SNR 

SNA 

Critically imperiled in the state due to extreme rarity ( often 5 or fewer populations), very steep declines, or 
other factors making it vulnerable to extirpation. 

Imperiled in the state due to very restricted range, very few populations (often 20 or fewer), steep declines, or 
other factors making it vulnerable to extirpation. 

Vulnerable in the state due to a restricted range, relatively few populations ( often 80 or fewer), recent and 
widespread declines, or other factors making it vulnerable to extirpation. 

Apparently secure in the state. Uncommon but not rare; some cause for long-term concern due to declines or 
other factors . 

Secure in the state. Common, widespread and abundant. 

Of historical occurrence, with some possibility ofrediscovery. Its presence may not have been verified in the 
past 20-40 years . A species may be assigned this rank without the 20-40 year delay if the only known 
occurrences were destroyed or if it had been extensively and unsuccessfully sought. 

Unrankable. Currently unrankable due to lack of information or due to substantially conflicting information 
about status or trends. 

Presumed extirpated from the state. Not located despite intensive searches and virtually no likelihood of 
rediscovery. 

Unranked. The state rank has not been assessed. 

Not Applicable. A conservation status rank is not applicable. 

General Ranking Notes. 

Q 

RANGES = 

? 

B 

N 

A "Q" in the global rank indicates the element's taxonomic classification as a species is a matter of conjecture 
among scientists. 

Ranges are used to indicate a range of uncertainty about the status of the element. 

A question mark is used to denote an inexact numeric rank. 

Refers to the breeding population of a species in the state. 

Refers to the non-breeding population of a species in the state. 

(Samantha Scheiman, E-tviail: Samantha.Scheiman@arkansas.gov) 
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NEW HOST PLANT FOR ERYNNIS BAPTISIAE 
(HESPERIIDAE: PYRGINAE) IN NORTHERN FLORIDA 

BY 
MARC C. MINNO 

Until recently the Wild Indigo Duskywing (Erynnis 
baptisiae) had hardly been known to occur in Florida 
(Kimball 1964, Heppner et. al 2003). Forbes (1936) 
described and named E. baptisiae as a new species in the 
persius group of Erynnis. He noted that the allotype in 
the U.S.National Museum from the Barnes collection 
had been reared from Baptisia tinctoria and that the 
holotype and paratype series of adults had also been 
collected in close association with B. tinctoria. He did 
not include other museum specimens that he had seen 
from New England, Pennsylvania, and Florida that 
lacked information on associated food plants. 

Although larvae of both E. baptisiae and E. persius eat 
the leaves of B. tinctoria in the wild, those of E. 
baptisiae have been reported from many other legumes 
from throughout its range including: Amorpha canescens 
(Ebner 1970), Astragalus canadensis (Scott 1986), 
Baptisia australis (Opler and Krizek 1984), Baptisia 
leucantha (Burns 1964), Baptisia leucophaea var. 
laevicaulis (Kendall 1965), Coronilla varia (Wheeler 
197 4 ), Lupin us perennis (Shapiro 197 4 ), Melilotus a/bus 
(Monroe and Wright 2017), Sesbania vesicaria (Roy 0. 
Kendall collection), Thermopsis villosa (Opler and 
Krizek 1984), and Trifolium aureum (Monroe and 
Wright 2017). The use of C. varia, an exotic planted 
along highways in the eastern U.S. for erosion control, 
has enabled E. baptisiae to increase in abundance and 
spread to new places. 

Host plants used by larvae of E. baptisiae in Florida 
were not identified until recently. Minno et. al (2005) 
speculated that Baptisia alba could be a host of E. 
baptisiae in Florida because this plant is widely 
distributed and locally common in northern areas of the 
state. However, Minno et. al (2006) were surprised to 
discovered larvae of E. baptisiae feeding on the leaves 
of a rare species of wild indigo, Baptisia calycosa var. 
villosa (now Baptisia hirsuta) at Eglin Air Force Base 
(Okaloosa County) in the western panhandle . Other 
observations by Dean and Sally Jue of E. baptisiae 
larvae feeding on Baptisia lanceolata and a female 
attempting to oviposit on Baptisia simplicifolia in the 
panhandle were also listed by Minno et. al (2006). 

Warren et. al (2015) attempted to track down Florida 
specimens of E. baptisiae reported in the literature, 
listed on the Butterflies and Moths of North America 
web site, and in museum collections. They also 
documented records from photographs taken by butterfly 
enthusiasts and collected specimens at new locations. 

They verified E. baptisiae from nine counties in the 
panhandle and northern peninsula including: Okaloosa, 
Washington, Liberty, Wakulla, Suwannee, Columbia, 
Gilchrist, Clay, and Nassau. A specimen from Lake 
County they questioned as possibly mislabelled. They 
found a number of Florida populations to be closely 
associated with patches of Baptisia lecontei and 
documented larvae feeding on the leaves of this plant. 

During the summer of2018, I discovered a population of 
E. baptisiae at Peacock Slough that was using B. alba as 
a host. Peacock Slough is a 1, 174-acre tract owned and 
managed by Suwannee River Water Management 
District. This conservation area is located on the north 
side of the Suwannee River between Luraville and 
Peacock Springs State Park in west-central Suwannee 
County, Florida. On July 20, 2018, I photographed a 
perched adult male, an ovipositing female, and 
discovered a pupa and two last instar larvae in shelters 
on the leaves of B. alba (Fig. 1 ). Plants of B. alba were 
abundant in certain areas of the preserve where pine 
trees had recently been harvested. Many dozens of 
individuals of B. alba were present. I subsequently 
found another adult on July 27, one on August 3rd

, I 0 
(including a mating pair) on August 10th

, and six on 
September 14th

. Immatures were not common and I had 
to examine many plants of B. alba to find just one 
shelter. On July 27th I also found one third instar, two 
last instars, and one pupa. On August 3rd I found two 
last instars and on August l 01\ two prepupae. 
Baptisia alba is the only species of wild indigo that I 
have seen on the property, but B. lecontei could 
potentially be present too. 

The related skipper, Erynnis zarucco, is also present at 
this site. Adults are relatively easy to distinguish from 
E. baptisiae when perched because they are darker and 
less contrastingly patterned. Unlike E. baptisiae, the 
larvae of E. zarucco have orange patches on the head. 
I did not found any larvae of the Zarucco Duskywing on 
B. alba, although I had previously reared some from the 
Florida panhandle on this plant (Minno et. al 2006). 
Larvae and a pupa of E. zarucco were found in shelters 
on the leaves of Sesbania vesicaria at Peacock Slough. 

So far, E. baptisiae has only been found using species of 
wild indigo in managed natural areas in Florida. Of the 
nine species of Baptisia reported from Florida, two are 
listed as Threatened (B. hirsuta, B. simplicifolia) by the 
State of Florida and two are Endangered (B. calycosa, B. 
megacarpa). Baptisia lecontei, B. lanceolata, and B. 
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Figure I. Habitat of Erynnis baptisiae at Peacock Slough conservation area, Suwannee County, 
Florida, with dozens of the larval host plants, Baptisia alba, in view (A) plus adults and larvae 
of E. baptisiae observed there: male, July 20, 2018 (B), female, July 27, 2018 (C), fourth instar 
larva, July 27, 2018 (D), and fifth instar larva, July 20, 2018. (E), both on B. alba. 

alba are the most common and widely distributed 
species of wild indigo in Florida according to the Atias 
of Florida Vascular Plants web site (http://florida.plant 
atlas.usf.edu/). This web site also lists a few records of 
C. varia from Florida, but this plant is unlikely to 
survive here, being suited to a more temperate climate. 
However, the host records of white sweet clover (M 

a/bus) and a clover (T aureum) from Pennsylvania are 
interesting because the former as well. as species of 
clovers are common along Florida roadsides and other 
disturbed places. If E. baptisiae switches to these hosts 
in Florida, the Wild Indigo Duskywing could expand to 
become a weedy butterfly here, just like it has in the 
northern United States. 
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REPORTS OF STATE COORDINATORS 

Alabama: C. Howard Grisham, 573 Ohatchee Road, Huntsville, AL 35811, E-Mail: chgrisham@Comcast.net 

Arkansas: Mack Shotts, 514 W. Main Street, Paragould, AR 72450, E-Mail: cshotts@grnco.net 

Florida: Charles V. Covell Jr., 207 NE 9th Ave, Gainesville, FL 32601, E-Mail: covell@louisville.edu 

Florida report, November and December 2018, Charlie Covell, correspondent: 

This from Rick Gillmore: "I'd like to report that I found a very fresh female Erinnyis al ope resting at the base on my 
front door stoop on the morning of December 6, 2018. This is the third time that I had collected a specimen of E. 
a/ope in December in the Winter Park area, Seminole County. It is interesting to state that the host-plant, papaya, 
is not been seen near any of the locations that I collected the three species between the years of 1972/2018, yet all 
the specimens were very fresh." 

Gainesville, FL records, November - December, 2018. Most observations at 207 NE 9th Ave. (home), the McGuire 
Center for Lepidopteera and Biodiversity, Florida Museum of Natural History, and Gainesville Country Club golf 
course, Charles V. Covell Jr. 
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Urbanus proteus, Nov. 1, 14 
Lerema accius, Nov. 1 
Agraulis vanillae, Nov. 1, 13, 14, 20 
Danaus plexippus, Nov. 9, 12, 13, 14, 21, 23 
Leptotes cassius, Nov. 12, Dec. 28 
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Heliconius charithonia, Nov. 12, 14, 20, Dec. 18, 31 
Junonia coenia, Nov. 14, 23, 30 
Phoebis sennae, Nov. 19, 21, 23, 30, Dec. 18, 31 
Hylephilaphyleus, Nov. 21 , 23 
Abaeis nicippe, Nov. 23 
Limenitis archippus, Nov. 23 

Total butterflies seen in home yard ofC. V. Covell Jr. 2018, with date of first sighting. Down 5 species from last 
year. 

1. Phoebis sennae 
2. Papilio glaucus 
3. Papilio troilus 
4. Heraclides cresphontes 
5. Libytheana carinenta 
6. Junonia coenia 
7. Agraulis vanillae 
8. Heliconius charithonia 
9. Strymon melinus 

10. Papilio palamedes 
11. Danaus plexippus 
12. Leptotes cassius 
13. Limenitis arthemis astyanax 
14. Phoebis phi/ea 
15. Urbanus proteus 

Feb. 20, flying across front yard 
Feb. 23, flying across front yard 
March 6, flying in our back yard 
March 11 , flying in our back yard 
March 25, in Viburnum tree blossoms 
March 28, on Viburnum blossoms 
April 29, flying over back yard 
June 3, flying in our back yard 
June 19. perched in front yard 
Aug. 25, flying over yard 
Sept. 2, flying over driveway 
Sept. 9, flying in back yard 
Sept. 15, flying in back yard 
Sept. 20, flying across front yard 
Sept. 24, nectaring on lantana 

Georgia: James K. Adams, 346 Sunset Drive SE, Calhoun, GA 30701, E-Mail: jadams@daltonstate.edu (Please 
check out the GA leps website at: http://www.daltonstate.edu/galeps/). 

James sends in the following report: 

The contributors include James Adams (JKA or no notation), Brian Scholtens (BS), John Hyatt (JH) and Lance 
Durden (LD). Others are indicated with their records. Most records presented here represent new or interesting 
records (range extensions, unusual dates, uncommon species, county records, etc.), or more complete lists for new 
locations/new times of year. All known new STATE and COUNTY records are indicated, and all dates listed below 
are 2018 unless otherwise specified. 

Rocky Face ridgeline, just W of Dalton at crest of Dug Gap Battle Rd., Whitfield Co: 
Jan. 7-8: 

NOCTUIDAE: Feralia major; first record for the year. 

Taylor's Ridge, 5 mi. W ofVillanow, Walker Co., Dec. 2, 2018: 
SATURNIIDAE: Hemileuca maia, still abundant. These are the first December records for this species ever at this 
locality. The rather chilly early and late November may have extended the flight into December, but later flight could 
also be an indicator of climate change. The species was flying fresh on November 17-18, which is later than usual 
for the start of the flight as well. 

Rum Creek WMA, Monroe Co., Sept. 14, 2018 (Terry Johnson): 
HESPERIIDAE: Brazilian skipper (Calpodes ethlius) . 
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St. Cathernines Island, Liberty Co., during the Christmas Bird Count, Dec. 15, 2018 (John Jensen): 
NYMPHALIDAE: John says he "encountered a dozen or so monarchs roosting, and, in addition, he saw many (less 
than 100) flying about the island. 

Bibb Co., GA, July 23, 2018 (Rose Payne): 
EREBIDAE: Catocala luctuosa (COUNTY). 

Louisiana: Michael Lockwood, 215 Hialeah Avenue, Houma, LA 70363, E-Mail: mikelock34@hotmail.com 

REPORT (9) ON BUTTERFLIES OBSERVED ON A VERY ISLAND, IBERIA PARISH, LOUISIANA 

Contributed by Gary Noel Ross 6095 Stratford Ave., Baton Rouge, LA 70808, E-mail: GNRoss40@yahoo.com 

On Thursday November 29, I revisited Avery Island (A.I.) for a quick check on the status of autumn leaf color 
because Baton Rouge (b.R.) was in the midst of an unusual brilliant fall display. Wind southerly and noticeable 
(5-10 mph), temperature 60-74 degrees. Sky cloudy and misty early but partially clearing with some weak sun 
between 11 :00-2:00, then cloudy again. Aggregate-topped roads damp but not wet; dirt roads damp. Mosquitoes 
still pesky. 

Leaf color was not as intense or as generalized as in B.R. This was probably due to the fact that A.I. had not 
experienced a freeze or heavy frost (B.R. had experienced two mornings with temps. 32-31 , and two other 
mornings of heavy frosts). Nonetheless, several trees with great leaf color were evident, especially cypress in 
JUNGLE GARDENS, soapberry, pawpaw, Chinese tallow, Chinese parasol, sweet gum, and ginko. 
Unfortunately, Eric Anderson (Project Mining Engineer with CARGILL SALT), was extremely busy and could 
not assist Garrie Landry and I with obtaining aerial photos taken with Eric's drone. Because heavy rain was 
predicted for the next day and evening, I shot as many photos of leaf color as I could. 

Sasanqua camellias were beginning to bloom, but a bit behind those in Baton Rouge. Japanese camellias were in 
heavy bud although a few plants were beginning to blossom. 

Most wildflowers, except lantana (Lantana camara), were spent with no flowers and brown foliage; those 
lantanas in open places showed some leaf burn from the region's light frost the previous week. However, I did 
manage to locate a few sprigs of goldenrod (Soladago altissima), chain-leaf aster (Aster adnatus), Virginia 
crownbeard (Verbesina virginica), yellow crownbeard (Verbesina helianthoides), bacharris (Baccharis 
halimifolia), and blue mist flower (Canoclinum coelestinum)-all of which were common to abundant in mid 
October. Passionflower vine (Passiflora incarnata) was still green but not flowering. No butterflies were 
nectaring-possibly because of cloudy to semi-cloudy weather and cool temperatures. 

The peppers in the fields had been cut, shredded, and plowed under for composting during the previous three 
days. The plowed fields were now seeded with rye grass and granular fertilizer and will remain fallow for the 
next four years. 

No buck moths (Hemileuca maia) were observed on the wing. I was surprised because of the abundant oak trees 
and because this is usually the time of year for adult flight. But perhaps the unusual cold the week before caused 
a delay in emergence. As evidence, Vernon A. Brou, Jr. in Abita Springs, LA, reported on FACEBOOK his first 
sighting of a male buck moth on Saturday December 1, just two days after my visit to A.I. On December 2-3, I 
observed no moths in B.R. even though temps were in 60s, sun shinning, and time between 11:00 am and 3:00 
pm. 

Very few butterflies were observed. This absence, however, could be attributed in part to inclement weather and 
my only one-day visit. Additionally, the day witnessed only approximately four hours (11:00 AM-3:00 PM) of 
intermittent/weak sunlight. Species documented are below. Asterisk(*) indicates unique to site. 

Jungle Gardens 

Cloudless Sulphur (Phoebis sennae)-2 (flying in open areas) 
*Southern Pearly Eye (Enodia portlandia)-1 (flushed from forested trail flanked by bamboo m Camellia 

Garden) 
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Carolina Satyr (Hermeuptychia sosybius)-l (flushed from forested trail near Bird City) 
*Least Skipper (Ancyloxypha numitor)-2 (flushed from grass bordering Bird City) 

(SUBTOTAL SPECIES FOR SITE: 4; only 2 unique to site) 

Sites on private property 

Cloudless Sulphur (Phoebis sennae)-2 (flying along Pepper Farm Road) 
Carolina Satyr (Hemeuptychia sosybius)-l (flushed along edge of woods near Cargill Salt docking facility) 
*Gulf Fritillary (Agraulis vanillae )-6 (flying in colony of passionflower vine near Cargill Salt docking facility; 

1 late instar located on passionflower vine) 

*Common Buckeye (Junonia coenia)- l (resting on limestone aggregate near old oil well near Bear Corridor 
Road) 

*Monarch (Danaus plexippus)-2 (flying along main road to Cargill Salt headquarters) 
*Dun Skipper (Euphyes vestris)-2 (in grassy area with spent Virginia crownbeard near Cargill Salt docking 

facility) 

(SUBTOTAL SPECIES FOR SITE: 5; only 4 unique to site) 

+++++++++++++++++++ 

TOTAL SPECIES FOR TWO SITES: 8 

TOTAL INDIVIDUALS FOR TWO SITES: 20 

NEW SPECIES FOR CURRENT SURVEY: 0 

CUMULATIVE SPECIES FROM NINE REPORTS: 47 (no change) 

CUMULATIVE INDIVIDIUALS FROM NINE REPORTS: 1,552 

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< 

REPORT (10) ON BUTTERFLIES OBSERVED ON A VERY ISLAND, IBERIA PARISH, LOUISIANA 

Contributed by Gary Noel Ross 6095 Stratford Ave., Baton Rouge, LA 70808, E-mail: GNRoss40@yahoo.com 

On Monday January 7, 2019, I revisited Avery Island for a quick check on the butterflies and camellias. Wind 
WSW and mild (0-5 mph), temperature 49-72 degrees F. Sky cloudy and light fog early, but clearing about 10:00 
AM. Weak sun later. All roads were very wet due to high rainfall the previous Thursday. Mosquitoes were not 
as common, but still pesky. Because the previous December was exceptionally wet-sixth wettest on record 
(12.4 inches with more than double the normal rainfall for the month)-1 conducted no survey during the month. 

Previous frost damage was obvious: grasses and many other plants had browned. Lantana bushes that were 
growing beneath a protective tree canopy, however, still featured a few blossoms. No other plants in bloom 
except white clover in several mowed venues. Rye grass in spent pepper fields from 2018 harvest, were bright 
green. No preparation for fields to be used in 2019. Company employees were refurbishing platforms of 
bamboo in BIRD CITY; fresh bamboo was cut from clumps growing behind pond and just off the proximal 
section of Marsh House Road. Three great egrets (Ardea alba), one great blue heron (Ardea herodias), and five 
roseate spoonbills (Plata/ea ajaja) were fishing in lagoons in JUNGLE GARDENS and in bordering Bayou Petit 
Anse; presence indicates that at least some of the nesting populations of these species remain in so~th LA during 
the winter. In JUNGLE GARDENS, sasanqua camellias were past their prime, but the buds of the mature 
Japanese camellias were just beginning to open; several smaller plans were in full bloom (estimate for peak 
bloom for collection will probably be between the first and second weeks in February). Christmas berry (Ardesia 
crenata), a plant that has invaded many wooded venues throughout the gardens and in other wooded sections of 
the island, was displaying red berries. 



SOUTHERN LEPIDOPTERISTS' NEWS VOLUME 41 NO.1 (2019), PG. 91 

I had lunch with a CARGILL SALT engineer who owns a high-quality drone. The young gentleman indicated 
that he would be delighted to work with me in the near future to obtain unique aerial photos of the island. 

Because of the winter season, I observed very few butterflies. These are listed below. Asterisk (*) indicates 
unique to site. 

Jungle Gardens 

Cloudless Sulphur (Phoebis sennae)-1 (flying high near BIRD CITY) 

(SUBTOTAL SPECIES FOR SITE: 1) 

Sites on private property 

Cloudless Sulphur (Phoebis sennae)-1 (flying along Pepper Field Road) 
*Gulf Fritillary (Agraulis vanillae)-1 (flying low to ground in breeding area with Passi.flora incarnata near 

Cargill Salt dock) 
*Common Buckeye (Junonia coenia)-1 (resting on limestone aggregate near old oil well site off Pepper Field 

Road) 
*Long-tailed Skipper (Urbaus proteus)-1 (nectaring on lantana blossom near Cargill Salt dock) 

(SUBTOTAL SPECIES FOR SITE: 4; only 3 unique to site) 

++++++I I I I I I I H-+++ 

TOT AL SPECIES FOR TWO SITES: 4 

TOTAL INDIVIDUALS FOR TWO SITES: 5 

NEW SPECIES FOR CURRENT SURVEY: 0 

CUMULATIVE SPECIES FROM TEN REPORTS: 47 (no change) 

CUMULATIVE INDIVIDUALS FROM TEN REPORTS: 1,557 

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< 

REPORT (11) ON BUTTERFLIES OBSERVED ON A VERY ISLAND, IBERIA P ARISB, LOUISIANA 

Contributed by Gary Noel Ross 6095 Stratford Ave., Baton Rouge, LA 70808, E-mail: GNRoss40@yahoo.com 

On Monday January 28, 2019, I revisited Avery Island for a quick check on the butterflies and camellias. Wind 
SW and mild (0-5 mph), temperature 42-68 degrees F. Sky partly cloudy all day. All roads still wet from high 
rainfall previous week. Mosquitoes no problem. 

Lantana (Lantana camara) bushes that were growing beneath a protective tree canopy still featured a few 
blossoms, but no pollinators were evidenced. Bull thistles beginning to emerge in un-mowed area near the 
Cargill docking facility. Rye grass in spent pepper fields from 2018 harvest were bright green. Still no new 
preparation for fields to be inaugurated in 2019. Bamboo nesting racks for egrets in BIRD CITY were 
completed, but no birds beginning to nest. One great egret observed fishing in a lagoon in JUNGLE GARDENS. 
The vast majority of sasanqua camellias (Camellia sasanqua) no longer flowering. Japanese camellias (Camellia 
japonica), however, were now in full bloom in ·JUNGLE GARDENS; each plant exhibited both blossoms and 
buds. Because of the unusual age, size, and shaded conditions, no single plant exhibited massive numbers of 
blooms; apparently, the historic plants display a small number of flowers over an extended period of time. Honey 
bees were pollinating many blossoms. Christmas berry (Ardesia crenata), a plant that has invaded many wooded 
venues throughout the gardens and in other wooded sections of the island, was still displaying red berries. 
Native blue violets (Viola sp.) beginning to bloom in shaded areas. Butterweed (Packera glabella) coming into 
bloom in several low, wet venues. Yellow thistle/bull thistle/bristly thistle (Cirsium horridulum) beginning to 



SOUTHERN LEPIDOPTERISTS' NEWS VOLUME 41 NO.1 (2019), PG. 92 

show renewed growth of basal rosettes (will be a great source of nectar and pollen for pollinators- including 
Monarchs returning from Mexico-in April). 

Considering the sunny, mild day, and the openness of the deciduous woodlands, I took several strolls along 
pathways in hopes of observing butterfly species known to hibernate but to fly on such a day. Specifically, I was 
hoping to locate Question Mark (Polygonia interrogationis), Eastern Comma (Polygonia comma), Red Admiral 
(Vanessa atalanta), or even Mourning Cloak (Nymphalis antiopa). But no such luck, even though I had 
previously encountered P. interrogationis, and V atalanta in previous surveys. 

Below is the list of species I encountered. Asterisk(*) indicates unique to site. 

Jungle Gardens 

Cloudless Sulphur (Phoebis sennae)-2 (lflying high near Buddha Temple; 1 flying in sunny venue along 
"Camellia Road") 

GulfFritillary (Agraulis vanillae)-1 worn female (flying through "Old Nursery") 
American Snout (Libytheana carinenta)-3 (flying through "Old Nursery" and fluttering around berries 
of a tall holly bush in "Old Nursery") 

*Monarch (Danaus plexippus)-1 very worn male (flying above grass along lagoon near Bayou Petit Anse; 
probably a released reared specimen from some gardener). 

(SUBTOTAL SPECIES FOR SITE: 4; only l unique to site) 

Sites on private property 

Cloudless Sulphur (Phoebis sennae)-1 (flying along grassy road behind Saline Lake) 
American Snout (Libytheana carinenta)-1 (flying along edge of Bird City) 
Gulf Fritillary (Agraulis vanillae)-1 (flying low to ground in breeding area near salt dock of CARGILL) 

(SUBTOTAL SPECIES FOR SITE: 3) 

++++++++++++~I I I I I 

TOTAL SPECIES FOR TWO SITES: 4 

TOTAL INDIVIDUALS FOR TWO SITES: 9 

NEW SPECIES FOR CURRENT SURVEY: 0 

CUMULATIVE SPECIES FROM TEN REPORTS: 47 (no change) 

CUMULATIVE INDIVIDUALS FROM ELEVEN REPORTS: 1,566 

Mississippi: Ricky Patterson, 400 Winona Rd. , Vicksburg, MS 39180, E-Mail: rpatte42@aol.com 

North Carolina: Steve Hall, Moths of NC Website@outlook.com, E-Mail: stephen.phall@outlook.com 

South Carolina: Brian Scholtens, College of Charleston, Charleston, SC 29424, E-Mail: scholtensb@cofc.edu 

Tennessee: John Hyatt, 233 Park Ridge Court, Kingsport, TN 37664, E-Mail: jkshyatt@centurylink.net 

Texas: 

Virginia: Harry Pavulaan, 606 Hunton Place, Leesburg, VA. 20176, Pavulaan@aol.com 

***************************************************** 
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