






















































































































SOUTHERN LEPIDOPTERISTS' NEWS 

Sulphers Subfamily Coliadinae 

Cloudless Sulphur Plwebis sennae 
T. Mabry Carlton, July 20 

Statira Sulphur Pltoebis statira 
Lemon Bay Park, November 21 

Little Yell ow Eurema /isa 
T. Mabry Carlton, August 4 
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Orange-barred Sulphur Pltoebis pit ilea 
Celery Fields, November 12 

Barred Yellow (winter) Eurema daira 
Sleeping Turtles North, February 5 

Sleepy Orange Eurema nicippe 
Deer Prairie, July 3 
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Sulphers Subfamily Coliadinae (cont.) 

Dainty Sulphur Nathalis iole 
Sleeping Turtles North, April 11 

Gray Hairstreak Strymon melinus 
Scherer Thaxton, April 22 

Fulvous Hairstreak Electrostrymon angelia 
Scherer Thaxton, April 22 
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Gossamer-wing Butterflies Family Lycaenidae 
Hairstreaks Subfamily Theclinae 

Oak Hairstreak Satyrium favonius favonius 
Sleeping Turtles North, April 11 

Mallow Scrub-Hairstreak Strymon istapa 
Private Residence, Venice, April 5 

Red-banded Hairstreak Calycopis cecrops 
Old Miakka, June 17 
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Blues Subfamily Polyommatinae 

Cassius Blue Leptotes cassius 
Lemon Bay Park, June 8 

Ceraunus Blue Hemiargus ceraunus 
Sleeping Turtles North, April 8 

Metalmarks Family Riodinidae 
Metalmarks Subfamily Riodininae 

Little Metalmark Calephelis virginiensis 
Walton Ranch, June 20 
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Brushfooted Butterflies Family Nymphalidae 
Heliconians and Fritillaries Subfamily Heliconiinae 

Gulf Fritillary Agrau/is vanil/ae 
T. Mabry Carlton, July 20 

True Brushfoots Subfamily Nymphalinae 

Phaon Crescent Phyciodes phaon 
Myakka Islands Point, October 16 

VOL. 43 SUPPLEMENTAL ISSUE (2021), PG. 58 

Zebra Heliconian He/iconius charithonia 
Scherer Thaxton, March 2 

Pearl Crescent Phyciodes t/1aros 
Scherer Thaxton, May 29 
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Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta 
Celery Fields, October 8 

Mangrove Buckeye Junonia evarete 
Lemon Bay Park, September 10 

Admirals and Relatives Subfamily Limenitidinae 

Viceroy Limenitis arcltippus 
Myakkahatchee Creek Park, May 2 
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Common Buckeye Junonia coenia 
Lemon Bay Park, November 21 

White Peacock Anartia jatropltae 
Celery Fields, September 1 

Emperors Subfamily Apaturinae 

Hackberry Emperor Asterocampa celtis 
Celery Fields, September 25 
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Emperors Subfamily Apaturinae (cont.) 

Tawny Emperor Asterocampa clyton 
Celery Fields, September 25 

Monarchs Subfamily Danainae 

Monarch Danaus plexippus 
Celery Fields, September 1 
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Satyrs Subfamily Satyrinae 

Carolina Satyr Hermeuptychia sosybius 
Deer Prairie, July 3 

Queen Danaus gilippus 
Deer Prairie, ,uly 3 
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Skippers Family Hesperiidae 
Spread-wing Skippers Subfamily Pyrginae 

Mangrove Skipper Phocides pigmalion 
Lemon Bay Park, June 8 

Dorantes Longtail Urbanus dorantes 
Lemon Bay Park, September 10 

Horace's Duskywing Erynnis horatius 
Sleeping Turtles North, June 2 
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Long-tailed Skipper Urbanus proteus 
T. Mabry Carlton, August 8 

Northern Cloudywing Thorybes pylades 
T. Mabry Carlton, August 22 

Zarucco Duskywing Erynnis zarucco 
T. Mabry Carlton, July 20 
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White Checkered-Skipper Pyrgus albescens 
Sleeping Turtles North, February 5 

Grass-Skippers Subfamily Hesperiinae 

Neamathla Skipper Nastra neamathla 
Scherer Thaxton, August 30 

Clouded Skipper Lerema accius 
Sleeping Turtles North, February 13 
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Tropical Checkered-Skipper Pyrgus oileus 
Sleeping Turtles North, June 2 

Three-spotted Skipper Cymaenes tripunctus 
Sleeping Turtles North, July 30 

Least Skipper Ancyloxypha numitor 
Scherer Thaxton, December IO 
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Southern Skipperling Copaeodes minimus 
Celery Fields, September 16 

Tawny-edged Skipper Polites themistocles 
Scherer Thaxton, May 29 

Southern Broken-Dash Wa/lengrenia otho 
Scherer Thaxton, September 22 
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Fiery Skipper Hylephila phyleus 
Scherer Thaxton, April 22 

Whirlabout Polites vibex 
Scherer Thaxton, March 2 

Sachem Atalopedes campestris 
Walton Ranch, June 20 
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Delaware Skipper Anatrytone logan 
Scherer Thaxton, July 28 

Eufala Skipper Lerodea eufala 
Scherer Thaxton, March 2 

Brazilian Skipper Calpodes ethlius 
Celery Fields, August 27 
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Monk Skipper Asbolis capucinus 
Walton Ranch, May 11 

Twin-spot Skipper O/igoria maculata 
Scherer Thaxton, July 28 

Ocola Skipper Panoquina ocola 
Lemon Bay Park, September 10 
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Lessons Learned 

It's easy now to look back after a year in the field and to realize there are things l should have done differently. I 
freely admit improvements could have been made but that is based on lessons learned and learning them takes time 
and hard work. Knowing what I know now, I would do things differently as follows: 

* I would reduce the number of sites visited from 21 to 10. The IO sites would still be geographically 
spread, offer enough uniqueness and contain the highest number of butterfly species and individuals. That 
is not to say the other sites do not have merit but for one person to attempt such a survey, reducing the 
number of sites would be more realistic and manageable. I can think of only one species (Polydamas 
Swallowtail) I would miss ifl dropped 11 of the sites. The IO sites remaining would include Celery Fields, 
Old Miakka, Red Bug Slough, Scherer Thaxton, Curry Creek, Sleeping Turtles North, Carlton Reserve, Deer 
Prairie Creek, Walton Ranch, and Lemon Bay Park. A quick single trip to the Sarasota Garden Club and the 
Polydamas would be back on the list. 

* I would visit half of the 10 sites monthly and the other half quarterly for a total of 80 field trips. Again, 
by reducing the number of field trips, the effort would be significantly more manageable. By visiting every 
site either monthly or quarterly, the resulting data would be more consistent and improve the understanding 
of seasonality both for species and locations. Perhaps, 80 field trips are still too many, but for now, it sounds 
right. 

* I would map my transects. While I hope to be able to retrace my steps for years to come, mapping out the 
transects would enable anyone to follow in my footsteps. This would be helpful for collecting and comparing 
future data to this baseline. The good news is that there are applications I am already familiar with to do the 
mapping. I just need to put them to work. Perhaps this is a good project in the coming year or two. 

* I would walk more often with a partner. I walked an extraordinary distance and amount of time alone and 
in places where if something happened to disable me, I would have been hard to find. I enjoyed where I was 
most of the time and the solitude was precious but there were a few occasions where my safety was at risk 
and I' m not sure the risk was acceptable. On multiple occasions I was nearly overcome by heat, got lost, 
became exhausted, or to some small degree, feared for my safety. Having a partner would have been much 
more reassuring in those situations but, admittedly, finding a partner for the whole venture would have been 
impossible. 

Epilogue 

The long walk is over, 300 miles, most of it alone. Hours of solitary exploration yielded many things - more 
butterflies than I expected, snakes, turtles, tortoises, deer, alligators, hogs, spiders, fish, birds of all kinds, plants I 
still have so much to learn about, but not many people. I enjoyed the quiet and most of it was. I enjoyed the feeling 
that something was watching me. The subtle reminder that I was visiting wild places, the home to so many other 
creatures. I enjoyed the anticipation of what I might find , the heat of summer, the rain that soaked me, and even 
wading through unexpected high water. I enjoyed the changing of the seasons. Yes, even in Florida, the seasons 
change. It all became part of the story, part of me, but for now, the long solitary walk is over. 

That is not to say I didn't enjoy those times when I had company. Thank you to Veronica Battles, John and Jane 
Lampkin, Nancy White, Delia Smith, Karen Rosenbeck, Randy Brown and a few members of the Sarasota Butterfly 
Club for the shared experience. I enjoyed the conversation and find ing things together. 

I'll never know who they all were, but I'd like to thank the visionary people of Sarasota County, for knowing the 
county would someday grow and for setting aside and preserving so much land for those of us who like to wander. 
This is a beautiful place to live, a beautiful place to discover, and we are fortunate that the legac;y of so many was 
to set aside and save our natural resources. 

Finally, I'd like to thank a mentor, Father Francis Michael, the Abbott Emeritus of the Monastery of the Holy Spirit 
back in Conyers, Georgia. He taught me how to count butterflies, why it's important, not just for conservation but 
for the soul. He taught me that to count a butterfly is to count a blessing. 
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