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Exuma, New Cay and Rum Cay. The most recent
recorded reports were from 2014 on S. Andros Island

94. W. druyi (Drury’s Broken-dash)

i) Habits and habitat: Per Smith, et al., “generally found
in pine and mixed forest clearings, along sunlit paths
and roadsides and in open grasslands.” In the Crooked,
Acklins and Mayaguana Islands, Miller, et al. (1992),
found it to be “extraordinarily shy,” although it
apparently would readily go to flowers, including
beggarticks and mangrove. In the Inaguas, it was found
at nine locations in open and also dense scrub where it
showed a preference for flowers of porterweed and bay
lavender (Mallotonia). Other flowers used there
included Wild Sage, jujube and Ram’s Horn.

9S5. Parachoranthus magdalia (Magdalia Skipper)

i) Habits and habitat: This ventrally tan colored grass
skipper was found initially in 1993 on N. Andros, near
Nicholl’s Town in two small natural clearings in mature
hammock forests. The skippers did not seem to move
into nearby disturbed, open areas. The flight was swift,
and the males perched on broad leaves. On that same
island, Miller, et al., (1997) collected specimens in May
in 1994 near Cptn Bill’s Blue Hole in the Fresh Creek
region. They described the skipper as “tiny” (only 10
mm in length), commonly seen at lantana flowers and
difficult to follow as they flew “in the alternating sun
and shade.” On Cuba, this species is reported as widely
distributed from lowlands to mountains, most frequently
in open, grassy areas. It was also reported to present a

96. Choranthus radians (Radians Skipper)

i) Habits and habitat: This is a smallish, ventrally tan
colored skipper. The veins on the lower ventral wings
are clearly marked by a lighter yellow color. Clench
found it on Cat Island in “scrub vegetation” associated
with “land disturbed by subsistence farming.” Miller, et
al., (1998) collected a series of both males and females
in 1996, 1997 and 1998, “mostly in the southern half” of
that island.” The only month recorded is September.
Smith, et al., reported that it, “flies actively in sun, in
open fields to the margins of woodlands and along
roadsides.” Reported on Cuba to feed at lantana,
beggarticks, porterweed and Indian mulberry (Morinda
citrifolia). 1t is reported that sugarcane is a larval
foodplant.

97. C. richmondi (Richmond’s Skipper)

i) Habits and habitat: This is also a smallish, tan colored
skipper. On N. Andros, Clench found it near Stafford
Creek flying low in the understory of scrubby virgin
pine forest (where both the pines and the scrub are
sparse and low), the same area where Apodemia carteri
was found. On another occasion, on that island,
specimens were observed in an overgrown patch of
flowers in the sunflower family (Wedelia), while

and the Exumas in 2018 & 2020.

ii) Range & occurrence: This small skipper is reported
to be “very common” and widespread on Hispaniola,
found in grassy or weedy areas.” Indicated by Miller, et
al. (1992), to be endemic to the southern Bahamas (4
island groups), these populations represent an as yet
described subspecies. They reported it to not be common
on Crooked island, more common on Acklin and
abundant on Mayaguana. Uncommon and local in the
Inaguas, scarce in October. Last recorded in 2000 on
Little Inagua. Recorded sightings by month are in
February-November.

great variation in abundance at locations from one year
to the next. There on Cuba, it preferred, “meadows and
amongst long grass on disturbed land.” It was described
as perching with, “half open wings,” not an uncommon
skipper trait. Smith, et al., indicated that when they
encountered it on Cuba it flew, “in the sun,” slowly but
“with rapid wingbeats.” Grasses are “presumed” to be
the larval foodplant.

ii) Range & occurrence: Endemic to Cuba (until its
discovery on Andros) where it is locally abundant.
Thought to be long established but an overlooked
resident on Andros. Last reported in 1995. Recorded
sightings by month are in May, August & October.

ii) Range & occurrence: Reported to be present
throughout Cuba, more common on the eastern end, but
not abundant. Thought to be endemic to Cuba,
Miller, et al., (2015) suspected it arrived on Cat Island,
“dueto tropical storm or hurricane,” although previously
Miller, etal., (1997) suggested this Cuban skipper might
have reached Cat Island (which is remote from Cuba)
through human intervention, arriving due to the
importation of turf containing the grass-feeding larvae.
This skipper was listed as present on Great Exuma on
both the Butterflies of America and the Butterflies and
Moths in the West Indies of the Caribbean websites
without further dates or details. I found no reports more
recent than Miller, et al., in 1998.

they weaved, “slowly ... in and around the vines,” of
that plant. Those collected on the south end of S. Andros
were found along a road with multiple nectar sources in
“rocky karst limestone adjacent to saltwater.” Also
flying in that immediate area were P. pigmalion, E.
zestos, E. brunnea, P. antiqua, E. cornelius, A.
mesogramma and W. misera. The area included low
growing palms, suspected to be, “a potential larval
hostplant.”
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i) Range & occurrence: This species was first recorded
in the Bahamas in the Exuma Cays (Bitter Guana Cay)
in 1953 and then again in 1965 (Great Guana Cay at
Whitepoint). Recently it was described as “infrequently
encountered” within the Archipelago (recorded on 3
island groups). Clench found it to be extremely rare on
N. Andros with only two specimens recorded.
Subsequently, Miller, et al., (2015) reported “observing
this species periodically” on that island, as well as

98. Euphyes cornelius (Cornelius Skipper)

i) Habits and habitat: Smith, et al., indicated that this
dark brown skipper flew in, “dry grassy areas near
pinewoods” and disturbed areas. It was reported to be
fond of lantana on New Providence. On Andros, it was
mostly found at flowers along the roadside and in
natural and disturbed, grassy (both tall grass and low
grass) areas in scrub, including around Red Bay and
Nicolls Town, as well as on the south end of S. Andros.
In June of 1994, specimens were recorded in the area of
the Andros Town airport. Without providing any details,
Miller, et al. (1998) included this species on their list of
“Species Recorded from Cat Island, as of September
1997.” On Crooked Island, Miller, et al. (1992),
recorded this skipper “sipping nectar in a weedy field of
sand spurs intermixed with blooming (porterweed),”
with each plant bearing two or more individuals. When
fresh, this skipper can show a yellow head/face.

99. Asbolis capucinus (Monk Skipper)

collecting three specimens from the southern end of S.
Andros (south of Mars Bay Settlement). They
hypothesize, “multiple broods ... from January, July,
October and now March.” Actual recorded sightings are
from January, March-April, June-July & October. This
species is considered to be endemic to the Bahamas.
Last reported in 2010 (Grand Bahama) and 2014 (S.
Andros).

i) Range & occurrence: Recorded on 11 island groups
in the Archipelago. The subspecies on New Providence,
the Abacos, Eleuthera and Rum Cay is agra. The Cuban
nominate subspecies has been recorded on Andros, San
Salvador, Crooked and Acklins Island. Reported by
Clench as common and widespread on Andros.
Reported as abundant on one occasion at Nassau. Found
on Great Abaco in the Abaco Cays and in the Glintons
area on Long Island. “Hundreds” were reported by
Miler, et al., on Crooked Island during two different
years. It was described as the most common butterfly on
that island. Also recorded in the Exumas and most
recently in 2010 on Grand Bahama at the Rand Nature
Center and 2020 on New Providence. Recorded
sightings by month include January-March &
May-December. Smith, et al., indicated that on Cuba it
was “occasionally” abundant in sugar cane fields, a
suspected larval foodplant.

Dorsal and Ventral

i) Habits and habitat: This is another large skipper,
approximately the same size as the next species, except
it is dark grayish brown, almost black. On New
Providence, larvae were found feeding on one of its
larval food plants, coconut palm (Cocos nucifera), near
the beach in a western suburban of Nassau. Miller, et al.
(1998) characterized the capture of two specimens on
Cat Island as “astonishing.” Those, and others seen,
were found in the Fernandez Bay and Old Bight areas.
They mentioned that Clench reported taking a specimen
near Arthurs Town in 1977. A fresh specimen was
taken along the road from Matthew Town to the airport
on Great Inagua. It is wary with a strong, fast flight, but

is approachable while feeding at flowers. It is often
found associated with native and cultivated palms
(Arecaceae), including palmetto, and, as an avid flower
visitor, it will visit gardens. One September morning in
south Florida between 8:00 and 8:30am, I saw 20
feeding at tall purple flowers adjacent to a thick
hammock.

i) Range & occurrence: Indigenous to and abundant on
Cuba, this skipper has become established in south
Florida since the 1940°s. The potential exists that it is
more widespread in the Bahamas than the records
indicate (currently reported on 6 island groups). For
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example, on the Rolling Harbour Abaco website, there
is a blog dated August 21, 2015, that includes a picture
of this skipper, reportedly taken on Abaco. On
iNaturalist, there are several sightings with pictures,
including Great Exuma (near George Town) from April
2018 (other reported sightings by month include
January, June-July, September & November). Other
recent reports include 2007 on Grand Inagua, 2010
(Rand Nature Center) & 2014 on Grand Bahama and

100. Calpodes ethlius (Brazilian Skipper)

Ventral

i) Habits and habitat: This is a large, tan brown skipper
with a swift, powerful flight that is strongly associated
with its larval food plant, Canna. For the most part a
wary skipper, the females can be found fluttering around
Canna, looking for places to oviposit. Both sexes go to
flowers where they can be more closely approached. It
was found on Andros at Nicolls Town and Driggs Hill
at flowers in open scrubby areas. In an area of open
scrub at Man-of-War Bay near old church ruins on Great
Inagua, 16 adults were taken while visiting flowers of
porterweed. Per Alayo, it flies and feeds at dusk. Smith,
etal., also suggests dawn activity. Frankly, I have found
both males and females flying around stands of canna at
midday and into the afternoon.

101. Panoquina panoquinoides (Obscure Skipper)

Ventral

i) Habits and habitat: I have always found this small
skipper in coastal areas along the Louisiana Gulf Coast.
It is easiest found at low growing flowers, and I have
found it to be most fond of blue flowers. I also found it
one January in a coastal area on Aruba, where it was

2017 & 2019 on New Providence. NOTE: On the Field
Guides Birding Tours list previously referenced, “Monk
Skipper” was reported in 2009. This skipper has been
recorded on three northern islands. The expectation has
been that this skipper would be reported in more places,
and while its inclusion on this list supports that notion,
it does not answer the question, on which of the two
islands was it seen.

i) Range & occurrence: Erratic on Andros. Also
recorded on New Providence. Recorded sightings by
month include June-July, September &
November-December. Smith, etal., suggest this skipper
may be more widespread than indicated by past records
(only 3 islands) due to its crepuscular nature. Also, its
further distribution might have been/could be facilitated
by the wide distribution of ornamental Canna. It is
uncommon, but occasionally present in greater numbers,
in south Florida and the Keys. Hernandez indicated that
it was uncommon in Cuba’s fields, but was a “pest” in
gardens. Most recently reported in 2007 on Great
Inagua.

flying in taller, thicker grass than is typical for
Louisiana. It was described by one source as a small,
inconspicuous skipper, exhibiting a flight pattern similar
to that described for W. misera with a low flight in or
just above the grass, often stopping at flowers such
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as shoreline purslane (Sesuvium portulacastrum). It was
found exclusively along beaches and salinas on Andros,
in the area of Sporobolus grass, which Clench suspected
to be the larval foodplant. He also described that it will
fly down in and perch on that grass. On New
Providence in the Nassau area, a male was found, “in a
very wet open shrubby field,” and it was also reported in
small open areas, “margined with mangroves beside
Lake Killarney.” Also found in salt flats, where, on the
eastern end of Crooked Island, it was feeding on the
flowers of sea ox-eye, cocobay, capeweed and
porterweed. In the Inaguas, it flew with B. exilis in
hypersaline environments although it would venture
away from those areas. On that island, it was found at
capeweed.

ii) Range & occurrence: Recorded on 15 island groups,
represented by the nominate subspecies. Recorded
sightings by month include every month. Common

in marshy areas on New Providence. Uncommon and
local on Andros. Clench indicated it can be “rather
common” in its specialized habitat. Miller, et al. (1998)
indicated this species was previously recorded on Cat
Island without any details. They did not find it there but
admitted they had not looked in its typical habitat.
Miller, et al. (1992), reported the Mayaguana Island
population “seemed” larger than on Crooked or
Acklins. In the Inaguas, it was reported to be “not
uncommon’ and on the wing all year; however, Simon,
et al., noted it to be scarce during the month of May. On
Great Exuma it was found in the George Town area, and
on Long Island in the Clarence Town area. Other
islands include Great Abaco, N. Bimini, Great Exuma,
Eleuthera, Little San Salvador Island, Major’s Cay and
Conception. Most recently recorded in 2010 (Grand
Bahama), 2018 (Great Abaco), 2011 (New Providence)
& 2018 (San Salvador — documented for the first time
that I found with a photo on iNaturalist).

QUESTIONABLE, UNCERTAIN, AND NON-SPECIFIC RECORDS

1) Polites baracoa (Baracoa Skipper)

One record I discovered was by Scott who suggested
Sharpe’s 1900 record of Polites “thaumus” from Nassau
was this species. In the 2012-2013 Annual Report for
the Florida Museum of Natural History, there was a
picture of a skipper reported to be this skipper, taken by
Jane Ruffin without further information. Further
investigation has revealed the picture was taken in
August 2003, on N. Andros. There is a question as to
whether the skipper in that picture is P. baracoa or a
male C. richmondii. Tim Norris’ webpage on the
Butterflies of Cuba states its range includes the
Bahamas. In the central and southern regions of Florida,

this skipper has been described as locally uncommon. It
is considered to be a stray in the Keys. Alayo considered
it to be abundant on Cuba. It is also present on
Hispaniola, so its presence in the Bahamas is not
unrealistic.

Typically found in open fields with low grass and lawns.
It will perch on the ground with its wings in the typical
skipper “jet-fighter” position. In southern Florida,
Smith, et al., report is can be, “locally common along
roadsides, paths, fire roads through pinelands
particularly where they adjoin marshes, swamps or
streams.” They described its flight as “low and darting”
and “inconspicuous”.

2) On the Field Guides Birding Tours list previously referenced there are several species on that list not

otherwise recorded in the Bahamas:

a) Mercurial Skipper (Proteides mercurius) was reported
as seen in 2010. This large skipper is quite distinctive
with its golden head and might only be confused with
the smaller Zestos Skipper which is present in the
Abacos and on Eleuthera. The Mercurial Skipper has
been reported in southern Florida a couple of times and
is common on Cuba. Hernandez reported it to be a
strong flier, present in numerous types of habitats
including gardens where it frequently stops to nectar at
flowers. It is also recorded as “widely distributed” in
the Dominican Republic so its appearance in the
Bahamas is not completely unrealistic, but I suspect this
report is a mis-identified Zestos Skipper.

b) Common Sootywing was reported as seen 2009. This

reported sighting is perplexing. The butterfly | know as
the Common Sootywing (Pholisora catullus) is
identified by Glassberg, et al., as rare in northern
Florida, and not present in southern Florida. The
Hayhurst Scallopwing (Staphylus harhurstii) is similar
in size (they are both small, dark spread-winged
skippers) and coloring (both very dark) but has a
different wing shape. Minno, et al., calls that butterfly
the Southern Sootywing and reports its presence
throughout Florida; however, he also indicated it may no
longer be present in the Keys and that it, “does not occur
elsewhere in the Caribbean.” It would seem neither
would be in the Abacos or on Eleuthera. My suspicion
is this sighting was of B. concolor (#79) or B. braco
(#80), both of which have been recorded on Eleuthera.
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c¢) Twin-spot Skipper (Oligoria maculate) was reported
as seen in 2010 and is further marked with a “(?).” This
skipper is a medium sized, black grass skipper,
diagnosed by two white spots on the lower wings. In my
experience, it frequents open, moist areas and is fond of
flowers at which it can be more easily approached. It is
present in southern Florida extending into the “tropical
pinelands” of the lower Keys where Schwartz described
it as “modestly common.” It has not been reported in
Cuba nor elsewhere in the Caribbean. I seriously doubt
this is what was seen in 2010. My suspicion is they saw
E. cornelius (#97), also a black skipper with white spots
on the lower wings, common in the Bahamas and which
has been recorded on both Abaco and Eleuthera.

d) Ocola Skipper (Panaquina ocola) was reported as
seen in 2009. It is a medium sized, brown grass skipper.
Its forewings are long and narrowish, yielding a
distinctive outline when perched, with those forewings
extending past the tip of the abdomen. It is similar in
coloring and appearance to its cousin, P. panoquinoides,
although the Ocola is usually larger. While the Obscure
Skipper (#100) is habitat specific, the Ocola is much
more of a generalist, found even in gardens (like mine in
Louisiana) where it frequents lantana blooms and other
small flowers. The Ocola Skipper is common in Florida,
particularly in the fall, but uncommon in the Keys. It is
described as rare on Cuba, but well distributed over that
island. It is not inconceivable that this skipper would
show up in the Bahamas, and, with its drab coloring and
swift flight, it might be overlooked/missed.

3) Riley listed Nyctelius nyctelius (the Violet-banded Skipper) as present in the Bahamas without any details

and without designating which specific islands.

Scott indicated its range was,
Bahamas.” Smith, et al., listed it as present in the West
Indies, “other than the Bahamas.” There is only one
record of this skipper in the Florida Keys, but
Hernandez reported it to be common on Cuba. This is a
medium sized grass skipper with a distinctive upper

“through most of the

wing shape similar the Ocola Skipper (described above).
It is dark colored with a marbled pattern on the lower
ventral wing which, when fresh, has a violet sheen. Per
Hernandez, it prefers open, disturbed areas. Its flight is
fast, like the Ocola skipper. When it perches, it does so
in the classic skipper “jet-fighter” pose.

4) On the Rolling Harbour Abaco website, there is a blog dated August 21, 2015, which includes two pictures
(dorsal and ventral) of a Red-spotted Purple (Limenitis arthemis astayanax).

The pictures are attributed to “Selah Vie.” Selah Vie is
a beach villa located on Great Abaco at Eight Mile Bay.
It is unclear if the reference to “Selah Vie” is to that
location, and/or if the butterfly pictured was on Abaco
or in the Bahamas. Distinctively colored and marked,
the Red-spotted Purple is a common butterfly in
northern Florida but becomes less common in the
southern portion of that state. A woodland butterfly, it
prefers moist, primarily deciduous wooded areas. Its
larval food plant includes several species of deciduous
trees. It is not really known as a flower visitor, but it
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